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Our | free Christian society is made possible by the dissemination of truth for which a free press is essential. Despite their other fine qualities, a large proportion of the daily press and radio 


caters to the most materialistic and sensational in popular tastes, and, along with the leading news weeklies, yields to | ar 
provincialism and our national prejudices. The mass media, therefore, are not adequate for the Christian mind which would maintain its dedication to 


fetween The Lines presents carefully selected reports, analyses and forecasts, highly condensed and drawn from the most authoritative sources, providing “the | 
into the crucial issues of the day. These efforts are dedicated to the belief that on 


as our society is motivated by Judaic-Christian concepts of truth 


the economic, political and military pressures that play upon narrow 


For its more discerning public, 
- ape with greater insight 


can we avoid violent changes inherent 


I 
jn war and communism and move forward out of the tribalism of men towards Pen, fed in the Kingdom of God. Anything less will be dangerously inadequate in a nuclear age. 





“What Can I Do?” 

The Letters-To-The-Editor col- 
umn in most newspapers is an open 
door to millions of minds. Publish- 
es’ surveys invariably disclose that 
the “Letters” column is one of the 
most widely read features in any 
paper. 

A BTL subscriber in Chicago, 
Mr. J. Kesner Kahn, who is skilled 
in the arts of publicity and promo- 
tion, has sent us an interesting sum- 
mary of directions for writing ef- 
fective letters-to-the-editor. He ad- 
vises, first, that these letters have 
a personal quality, that you put 
yourself into them, that you be 
humble and forthright — never 
pompous; that you be friendly to 
the editor rather than belligerent, 
for he is the one who decides which 
letters will appear! 

Your letter should be specific 
rather than vague and general — it 
should really say something rather 
than just rant. If it is timely and 
has a news angle, it will have a 
much better chance of being print- 
td. For instance, a letter might 
have asked how Tito could have 
been good enough to be given mil- 
lions in aid, yet at the same time 
be so bad that we wouldn’t let him 
visit this country. 

Don’t harp on the same subject 
all the time, advises Mr. Kahn. If 
you get marked as a one-track pac- 
fist or a prohibitionist, as anti-labor 
or anti-business, you'll be “type- 
cast” and by-passed. Hence, vary 
both theme and approach in your 
letters. Always sign your name. 

Don’t get discouraged or decide 
that your voice is of no importance, 
for, although you may probably be 
attacking a giant, still, giants are 
often defeated by continual small 
blows at a weak spot. Select a group 
of influential newspapers in your 
state and keep your letters rotating 
from one to the other — one out 
of ten letters should get printed. 
But each one that is printed reaches 
many thousands of people. 





HITE ELEPHANTS VS. SOMETHING NEEDED and wanted: 

Many Christmas gifts are stuck away in drawers or closets—though 
they may be lovely things, and perhaps costly, they are simply not 
needed or wanted. But a gift subscription to Between The Lines is never 
“put away” and it lasts all year — it may cause explosions from those 
who are not used to hard-hitting facts, but it’s never ignored. An ideal 
gift for those who want and need such a source of information with its 
authoritative insight to truth in a day of overwhelming propaganda. 
Ideal for the giver too, because a gift subscription to Between The 
Lines costs so little; is so convenient. And as for us, the staff of 
Between The Lines, we depend on these annual Christmas gift sub- 
scriptions as a vital help in meeting the expanding demands of main- 
taining such an information service at the remarkably low cost of $1.50. 


For each 5 subscriptions you send in, we will send you, without 
extra cost, a copy of Charles A. Wells’ attractive book of cartoons, 
Think On These Things. For every 10 subscriptions, we will send you, 
without cost, an extra gift subscription, or an extra year’s extension on 
your own subscription. A Christmas gift card, announcing your gift, will 
be mailed to each name on your list. Send in your list today with $1.50 
for each name, to Between The Lines, Box 269, Demarest, N. J. 











X-Ray and Forecast 


News OF MARSHAL ZHUKOV’S DISMISSAL as Minister of Soviet 
Defense comes as we go to press. Zhukov may zoom to the top again 
soon. Or, if he is broken to keep the Russian Army under party control, 
Zhukov will have to be killed to prevent his power from going under- 
ground. Either way Russia will be that much nearer the great break-up. 
Our next issue will consider the mountain of evidence about this break-up. 


HE STRUGGLE FOR WORLD SCIENTIFIC WEAPONS MAS- 
TERY between the U. S. and the U.S.S.R. is still being greatly 
distorted by the fear and hysteria whipped up over Sputnik. For the psy- 
chological and propaganda impact of Sputnik would have been greatly re- 
duced had more attention been given to reports from authentic internation- 
al scientific sources about Russian failure and U. S. success in the all im- 
portant field of thermo-nuclear (hydrogen fusion) research. This field of 
research in many ways outranks the more spectacular space satellite- 
rocket missile experiments, especially since all realize that the U. S. is in 
reality but a step behind the Soviet in these outer space efforts. 
AMERICAN SCIENTISTS HAVE LEARNED that the Soviet’s 
new 10 billion volt synchro-cyclotron, the biggest in the world — on which 
the Russians had labored for years and about which they poured out much 
propaganda — failed to function a few weeks ago except at a very low 
level. (Brief reports on this appeared in the Washington Post and the N. Y. 
Times, Oct. 18.) While the Russians have made hydrogen bombs, they are 
still limping behind on the mastery of hydrogen power which is a most 
important key to the future of scientific development. (A synchro-cyclo- 
tron propels hydrogen nuclei at high speed in a magnetic beam within a 
large vacuum tube, providing a method for achieving controlled fusion.) 
AMERICAN AND BRITISH SCIENTISTS, gathered at Prince- 


ton, quietly announced on the same day news of the Soviet cyclotron fail- 
(continued on NEXT page) 


Useful Atoms 

The next session of Congress 
will likely witness a debate over the 
issue of atomic energy developed 
for public use (light and power) by 
privately owned power companies, 
vs. public or Federal ownership of 
atomic development projects. Lib- 
eral congressmen have drawn the 
battle line to fight for public own- 
ership of atomic power on the basis 
that billions of the taxpayers’ mon- 
ey has already been spent in the 
development of atomic energy. 
These congressmen believe that this 
vast power resource should not be 
turned over to private power cor- 
porations for the further exploita- 
tion of the taxpayer-consumer who 
has already paid for the develop- 
ment of these facilities. Middle-of- 
the-road congressional leaders be- 
lieve that the Federal Government 
should retain control of atomic 
power production and establish a 
cooperative plan whereby private 
power companies handle the distri- 
bution of the power at Government 
regulated rates that would give the 
taxpayer -consumer some benefit 
from the billions in taxes already 
invested in atomic energy. 

Admiral Strauss, chairman of the 
Atomic Energy Commission, in 
championing the private power in- 
terests, has sought to suppress 
every effort to get this question be- 
fore the public. The press, much 
of which is subservient to the pri- 
vate power interests, has played up 
statements by Admiral Strauss 
which favor private control of 
atomic power while ignoring views 
presented by congressmen and sci- 
entists who favor a more generous 
attitude towards the consumer. 


LONG LIFE AND WAR: Phy- 
siology and medical scientists be- 
lieve that advances in atomic 
studies and the application of atom- 
ic knowledge to physiology will 
soon greatly extend the life expect- 


ancy of the average individual. Dr. 
(continued first col., NEXT page) 





Useful Atoms 

(continued) 
Theodore Puck, head of the medi- 
cal school at the University of Col- 
orado, estimates that children now 
being born in Sweden have an aver- 
age life expectancy of 100 years. 
Small, compact Sweden yields itself 
most readily to scientific surveys. 
In a decade the average American 
life expectancy will be increased 
by several years; full activity in the 
80's and 90’s will be routine for 
many. Scientists believe that greater 
longevity and improved health con- 
ditions for infants will probably 
double the world’s population by 
the end of the century. But will 
these greater population pressures 
bring atomic war? If so, the next 
century may see the earth emptied 
again, except in remote areas where 
life will once more begin to creep 
forward. 


Military Realism 

In reporting military matters, this 
Newsletter often refers to “military 
extremists” whose words and ac- 
tions constantly increase the fear, 
distrust and hatreds between na- 
tions. An example of this: on Sep- 
tember 23rd, the AP reported that 
the Admiral of the U. S. Sixth 
Fleet, after maneuvers in the East- 
ern Mediterranean and _ Turkish 
waters, had stated that we are now 
prepared “to make monkey meat 
of any Russian naval thrust into 
this area.” (U. S. headlines had 
featured the presence of a small 
Soviet fleet cruising through the 
Mediterranean to the Suez Canal.) 
Suppose a Russian admiral had 
made that statement about the U. S. 
after a Soviet fleet had maneuvered 
between Cuba and the Bahamas? 

Even U. S. military men, who 
are not extremists, are protesting. 
Brigadier Gen. Hugh B. Hester 
(U. S. A. Retired), states in a let- 
ter to The Nation, “I have just 
completed a 12,000 mile, one- 
month trip through Russia . . . the 
following are the most important 
conclusions: (1) The (Russian) peo- 
ple, and even the leaders of the 
U.S.S.R. need and sincerely want 
peace. (2) The Socialist system is 
as firmly established there as is the 
capitalist system here. (3) Co-exist- 
ence for these two reasons is not 
only possible but imperative.” This 
general also, as did Gen. Mac-Ar- 
thur (BTL, Oct. 1), charges the 
American military establishments 
with responsibility for creating a 
constant state of emergency which 
is not warranted by the facts. 


FRANCO OF SPAIN recently 
celebrated the twenty-first anniver- 
sary of his seizure of total power 
in Spain. On the occasion he issued 
a long review of Spain’s present 

(continued third col., THIS page) 


X-Ray and Feoreeast = (continued) 


ure reached the world, Oct. 18, that Western scientists have made remark- 
able progress in the same field, achievements that are far in advance of the 
mere construction of cyclotron laboratory equipment for these experiments. 
The American-British teams completed their cyclotrons some time ago 
without any effort to make “the biggest in the world,” although it is ad- 
mitted that the bigger the cyclotron, the better. 

A MORE BALANCED PICTURE OF THESE EVENTS in the 
American press would have influenced the world press and considerably 
reduced the effect of the bellicose ravings of Khrushchev who, more than 
any one, has distorted the meaning of Sputnik. But Sputnik plays a part 
in the cold war, so it is being used by the Russian war makers to taunt 
the West, and by Democratic politicians, ultra-reactionary GOP fanatics 
and military extremists to lambast the Eisenhower Administration for fail- 
ure to spend even more billions on weapons, despite the fact that a large 
portion of the planes, ships and tanks built in the last few years, during 
waves of similar, self-inflicted panic, are now admittedly obsolete junk. 

THIS MORE FACTUAL VIEW of the science-weapons race is 
fully supported by information gleaned by American nuclear scientists on 
recent visits to the Soviet Union. While there are great scientists in the 
Soviet who have often made spectacular progress in their individual fields 
— which explains their rapid progress in making their first atom bombs 
and Sputnik — it has always been obvious to American visitors that So- 
viet nuclear research is considerably behind that of the U. S. A noted 
physicist of the Brookhaven National Laboratory, Dr. D. J. Hughes, re- 
cently visited and lectured in Russian scientific centers and met many of 
their nuclear research leaders and students. Dr. Hughes reported that 
there is no work, for instance, going on in the Soviet in the field of neutron 
diffraction, a field widely pressed elsewhere and one that would not be 
conducted in secret. There was also little activity in high flux research re- 
actors. Furthermore, Soviet nuclear scientists today are largely trained 
with the help of text books written by U. S. scientists and translated into 
Russian. The volumes on nuclear physics written in this country by Dr. 
John Blatt and Dr. Victor Weisskopf were found everywhere in labora- 
tories and classrooms. Dr. Hughes observed that a Russian translation of 
his own book “Pile Neutron Research” has had a ten times larger circula- 
tion than the edition published in this country. 

A prominent physicist described Sputnik to your editor as a pyra- 
mid of achievement that is quite high, but very narrow at the base. “We 
haven’t managed to carry any one segment of exploratory research that 
far as yet, but our pyramid of attainment is much wider and more solid at 
the base than that of the Soviet. We'll soon surpass them again.” 

Our danger is less from the Russians than from the consequences 
of the immature rantings of some politicians and many military extrem- 
ists who have alternated between boasting that the Soviet could never 
overtake our atomic weapons supremacy and then warning that the Rus- 
sians will be blowing our roofs off before breakfast. 


HERE ARE TWO WAYS OPEN INTO THE FUTURE and the days 

of choice are rapidly passing. Several leading statesmen are urging 
that outer space, the arctic and antarctic and the ocean depths be put 
under the authority of the United Nations. These three areas, though inti- 
mately associated with our planet, remain largely unknown and unclaimed, 
but intense efforts are now being made by the great powers to explore and 
dominate them. Negotiations on the areas and weapons over which the 
nations have already gained dominion are stalemated. If the will and au- 
thority of humanity as vested in the UN could be established over outer 
space, the arctic and antarctic and the ocean depths (where fantastic sub- 
marine warfare is under experiment, experiments that promise to erase all 
navies, all sea commerce), we would have at last established some bar- 
riers, some limits to war-making. Many voices in the UN and in the scien- 
tific world are urging this. 

THE ALTERNATIVE is the continued domination of the public 
mind through press and radio by the political hacks, military extremists 
and alarmists. If they continue unchallenged, the arms race will be greatly 
accelerated, the devitalization and draining of our economy will increase 
apace. We will either wind up in a worldwide 20,000-mile-an-hour hydro- 
gen suicide or, escaping war, wind up with a gutted economy that can’t 
stand without rigid state controls inside and out. Nikita Khrushchev will 
have been proved a prophet when he warned in his TV broadcast last 
July that our capitalism can’t survive this age and that socialism will win. 


EHIND THE SYRIAN WAR SCARE are these salient facts which 

are well known in diplomatic circles but are not clear to the U. S. 
public: American military aid to Saudi Arabia, Jordan, Iran —to say 
(continued on NEXT page) 


Military Realism 
(continued) 
condition and the “great achieve. 
ments” that have followed his as- 
sumption of all the affairs of the 
Spanish people. In the lengthy and 
highly glamorized report of Spain’s 
accomplishments in the last few 
years, he made no mention of the 
one billion dollars in military, eco- 
nomic and technical aid that has 
been given Spain by the U. S. dur. 
ing the past few years. 

Nearly half of this sum is being 
spent on Navy and Air bases which 
the U. S. is using, yet Franco has 
refused to sign any agreement guar. 
anteeing that these bases will be 
available to us in case of war. Re- 
ligious pressures have kept this im- 
portant fact from becoming known 
to the American public. In the 
meantime, Protestants in Spain con- 
tinue to suffer many indignities and 
privations. Most Americans who 
visit Spain do not know that there 
are 20,000 Spanish Protestants and 
many Protestant churches because 
these churches are not permitted to 
display any outward sign of wor- 
ship or to make any public an- 
nouncement of their meetings. 





NEXT PHASE OF MISSIONS: 
The Presbyterians are turning over 
all mission property in Thailand to 
the national churches of that coun- 
try. This culminates 130 years of 
Presbyterian missionary activity in 
Thailand which has witnessed the 
development of many _ churches, 
schools, medical establishments and 
agricultural training centers, all of 
which will now become the prop- 
erty of the Thai Christians. The 69 
Presbyterian missionaries still in 
that country will become fraternal 
workers with the Thai church. 
American Presbyterians will con- 
tinue the support of the missionar- 
ies. The Thai churches are begin- 
ning to send their own missionaries 
into new fields. 

This continues a long-term goal 
of the all Protestant missions — to 
make the church indigenous, an ef- 
fort accelerated by the need to 
meet the charges of “imperialism” 
stemming from awakened national- 
ist sentiments in Asia and Africa. 
Most of the leading American 
Protestant denominations are work- 
ing towards a complete turnover 
of mission properties to the nation- 
al Christians in all mission fields. 





MIXED MARRIAGES: One 
half of all U. S. church members 
marry out of their faith; half of 
all mixed marriages in the U. S. 
involve Catholics; the divorce rate 
among interfaith couples is more 
than twice as high as among those 
who marry within their faith — or 
15.2 per cent contrasted to 6.6 
per cent. 
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The Vatican and TV 


Pope Pius XII has ordered the 
wapansion of the activities of the 
Legion of Decency,” which have 
kretofore been centered principal- 
;on reviewing movies, to include 
adio and television on a world- 
ide scale. The Legion, which 
puld be more honestly labelled 
e Catholic Board of Censorship, 
yas Organized in 1934. This offi- 
ial U. S. Catholic agency for 
evaluating” motion pictures has 
ecome so influential in the movie 
industry that all new films are gen- 
irally shown to its executives be- 
ore the productions are released 
%) the public. If the picture dis- 
leases the Catholic reviewers, 
ome 30 million or more Catholics 
s the U. S. are requested to refrain 
rom ‘viewing the picture at any 
hme. Thus a review board, sup- 
hosedly designed only “to guide 
Yatholics in viewing of screen 
ows,” becomes the nation’s most 
fective motion picture censor- 
hhip, for seldom do Hollywood 
troducers launch a picture in the 
ace of such a boycott. After view- 
hg a picture, the Legion classifies 
as follows: Class A, morally un- 
pjectionable for general patron- 
ge; Class B, morally objectionable 
n part for everyone; Class C, 
ondemned. 
This policy by the Vatican carries 
ignificant undertones for the Prot- 
stant and those devoted to free- 
iom of mind and thought. The 
history of the Legion reveals a 
trong tendency to favor any film 
t conforms to Catholic dogma 
d to censor any film that reflects 
any way the objectionable as- 
ts of Catholic history during 
centuries. For instance, the 
ust filming of the famous Dumas 
ory of The Three Musketeers por- 
rayed Cardinal Richelieu as a 
rench statesman, for the Legion 
bjected to any reference to the 
fact that the notorious Paris poli- 
x was also a noted Cardinal of 













he Catholic Church in France and 
shat he used the prestige of his of- 
ice unscrupulously. Protestant cler- 
kymen are often presented humor- 
busly in the films, and sometimes 
ss charlatans, but such characteri- 
lations are never permitted of 
priests Or nuns. 

Members of the hierarchy have 
tlready made it clear that the “su- 
pervision” of radio and TV in the 
U. S. will be on a basis of “positive 
action.” The Catholic censors will 
end out their estimates of current 
entertainment and TV features in 
2 weekly bulletin distributed to all 
Catholics. Once a year Catholics 
will be requested from all church 
pulpits to pledge that they will 
bide by the recommendations of 
ihe church’s censorship. The TV 


networks in the U. S. have re- 
(continued third col., THIS page) 





WHO WILL WIN? 








X-Ray and Forecast (continued) 


nothing of our open as well as secret military support of Israel — has cre- 
ated a great imbalance in the Mideast. Ambitious Egyptian and Syrian 
military cliques, seeing themselves entrapped in political weakness by the 
swollen power of their neighbors, have readily accepted Soviet overtures. 
When the ambitious army clique in Syria witnessed the increased power of 
Egypt’s Col. Nasser through Russian aid, they overthrew the remaining 
pro-Western influences in the Syrian Government to get Russian help. 

WASHINGTON OFFICIALDOM soon discovered that the Syrian 
capital, Damascus, was becoming a center of Soviet intrigue behind the 
activities of the technical and military assistance programs. Even then, 
contrary to popular views in the U. S. press, no diplomat in the Mideast 
believes that Syria has surrendered its independence to Moscow. The So- 
viet deal has been much smarter: “Work with us and we'll make Syria a 
strong independent power in the Mideast.” If the Kremlin tried to add 
Syria to its satellites, all of the Moslem Mideast would react and the Krem- 
lin would thus defeat its own purposes. But our military tacticians are cor- 
rect in believing that, in case of war, the Soviet would have a strangle- 
hold on vital Mideast arteries. For not only does Syria have important 
seaports on the eastern Mediterranean, but the oil pipelines from the great 
Arabian fields eastward go through Syria. The Eisenhower Mideast doc- 
trine is helpless before such intrigue, as was forecast in our Feb. 15 issue. 

U. S. MILITARY DIPLOMACY has naturally tried to counter 
the Soviet-Syrian plans in every possible way. While the Russian charge 
that the U. S. has plotted an invasion of Syria by American-Turkish forces 
is nonsense, on the other hand, all diplomatic circles say freely that the 
U. S. is doing ail possible to help the pro-Western Syrian exiles in Turkey 
plot a comback, which in terms of the cold war is normal. And there is 
evidence that this intrigue has been making progress and that the Turkish- 
Syrian border has seen the accumulation of pro-Western Syrian exile 
forces making ready to strike—simultaneously with uprisings in Damascus. 

MOSCOW WARNINGS AND ALARMS therefore have been 
sounded in an attempt to label in advance the Syrian forces-in-exile on the 
Turkish-Syrian border as a U. S.-Turkish force, preparing an attack on 
the “independence of Syria.” Khrushchev, by brandishing everything from 
Soviet infantry divisions to Sputnik, hopes to frighten the pro-West Syrian 
faction, and the U. S. representatives that are supporting them, from at- 
tempting to overthrow the Soviet collaborators in Damascus. But there is 
no danger of war over this; Russia cannot afford to start an atomic con- 
flict over Syria. The stakes are high but not that high. 


OTHING MUCH CAN BE DONE to allay tensions as long as the 

U. S. and the U.S. S. R. make the Mideast a pawn of power politics. 
We have the oil but refuse to share it, and there are a good many other 
nations who are non-Communist but oil-poor who would be glad to see 
the U. S. monopoly broken, hence are willing to play along with the So- 
viet with that end in view. 

TWENTY-FIVE AFRO-ASIAN NATIONS, meeting in Confer- 
ence in Cairo, recently called on the UN to make an immediate on-the- 
spot investigation of Syrian-Turkish tensions — and urged all nation- 
members of the UN to call for UN action. The Conference also expressed 
their “brotherly support for Syria” — which explains why this very im- 
portant gathering of the Afro-Asian nations in Cairo has been boycetted 


(continued on NEXT page) 


The Vatican and TV 
(continued) 

mained in a stunned silence over 
the papal order. How the Catholic 
censorship will supervise TV shows, 
many of which are live programs, 
puzzles the industry. Will the Cath- 
olic TV inspectors demand the 
right to sit in at rehearsals, dictat- 
ing what is used? 

The irresponsible exploitation of 
violence and crime on TV has long 
called for corrective measures. 
There is much complaint in in- 
formed circles in Washington over 
the way the Federal Communica- 
tions Commission, which has pow- 
er to regulate TV and radio, has 
become largely manned during the 
Eisenhower Administration by those 
who are subservient to the great 
broadcasting chains. Since Protes- 
tants cannot rise above their theo- 
logical differences sufficiently to or- 
ganize a solid front of influence, 
this most important door of inflv- 
ence in America is left wide open 
to the Catholic hierarchy to further 
enhance the prestige of the Roman 
Catholic Church and undermine 
Protestant influence and traditions. 


The Vatican & Marriage 

Pope Pius XII recently advised 
modern women that they should 
be subordinate to men in marriage, 
and that the church regarded faith- 
fulness to their husbands, even aft- 
er death, to be a higher virtue than 
remarriage. (Nothing was _ said 
about the remarriage of widowers.) 
Following the papal announcement, 
the National Council of Churches 
published a Family Life Policy which 
expressed the Protestant view on 
the equality of husbands and wives 
and approved the remarriage of 
widows. The NCC re-emphasized 
the Protestant doctrine of absolute 
equality of the sexes before God, 
that the individual is responsible 
in accordance with his own con- 
science and not through the dic- 
tates of any other human force or 
tradition, that widowhood is not 
regarded by Protestants as any 
higher spiritual state or more de- 
sirable than remarriage. 

St. Paul describes the husband 
as the head of the family, but the 
Protestants emphasize that Paui 
also said that this “headship” should 
be exercised with love and tender- 
ness. Some Protestant churches 
stress the authority of the husband 
and father in the family but many 
others hold that the equal responsi- 
bility of both parents is most im- 
portant, that marriage should be a 
true partnership. Thus a mother 
fulfills Scripture just as much when 
she remarries, by giving her children 
the spiritual guidance and help of 
a father, as if she remains a widow. 
Protestants believe that the teach- 
ings of Jesus place all human per- 
sonality as paramount in sanctity. 


Little Rock Postscript 


In our previous reports on Little 
Rock, we mentioned that plans 
for gradual integration had been 
carefully prepared and were to 
have been introduced prayerfully 
and sincerely to meet the problem 
of race. relations. Since then, we 
have had reports that indicate this 
was an overstatement, although the 
statement should stand so far as 
the majority of the people of Lit- 
tle Rock are concerned. One prom- 
inent layman and native of the state 
wrote that in his opinion 75 per 
cent of the young people of Arkan- 
sas would not object to integration 
if their elders would behave. 

Yet it has become clear now 
that preparations for integration 
had not been planned thoroughly 
or prayerfully enough. Responsible 
citizens have charged that the 
school authorities refused to ac- 
cept advice from others, were se- 
cretive about plans and acted in a 
way that now indicates that they 
were more in sympathy with the 
Governor’s action to frustrate the 
fulfillment of the law. The Little 
Rock Central High School princi- 
pal and faculty, however, did all 
possible to prevent violence and to 
accept the Negro students in a 
friendly fashion. 

Most important of all is that the 
leadership of the churches and 
clergy of Little Rock proved to be 
a decisive force in subduing the 
spirit of violence and recreating an 
atmosphere of goodwill and re- 
spect for law. Far too much pub- 
licity was given in the press to the 
community prayer meeting for seg- 
regation which was held by 15 Lit- 
tle Rock Baptist Churches — and 
not enough publicity to the fact 
that the largest Baptist churches 
joined with those who pled for and 
organized for the increase of Chris- 
tian goodwill in the achievement 
of integration. Dr. W. O. Vaught, 
pastor of the Immanuel Baptist 
Church, the largest Baptist Church 
in the state, was quoted at length 
by the New York Times from a 
sermon in which he tactfully por- 
trayed God’s judgment as on the 
side of fairness, honor and obedi- 
ence to law. This, despite the fact 
that Dr. Vaught has served as a 
Baptist state leader in several ca- 
pacities which would link him with 
many of the Baptists who joined the 
public prayers for the maintenance 
of segregation. 


CITIZENSHIP: Over 100 Negro 
leaders in the South have organized 
the Southern Christian Leadership 
Conference which will teach Ne- 
groes techniques of voting and help 
them fulfill requirements for vote 
registration. The Conference plans 
a $300,000 fund drive to finance 
this crusade for citizenship. 





X-Ray and Forecast = (continued) 


in most U. S. newspapers. The political-military format in Washington is 
such that if one-third of the members of the UN, representing well over 
half the human race, takes a position inharmonious with our own military- 
political stance, we just play as if it wasn’t so! 

A brief United Press dispatch from the Cairo Conference reported 
on Oct. 23 that Turkey and Saudia Arabia, both U. S. allies, took an ac- 
tive part in the Conference, blocking all attempts by Red China or other 
Communist sympathizers to pass resolutions branding U. S. as an aggres- 
sor. The Conference remained neutral on the matter of placing guilt — but 
pointed to the need of UN authority on the Turkish-Syrian border. 

ISRAEL’S PREMIER BEN-GURION has also declared that it is 
the rivalries between the U. S. and the U.S.S.R. in the Mideast which 
now keep the world on the edge of war, rather than Israeli-Arab tensions. 
He also points out that the U. S. started the arms race in the Mideast long 
before any similar action was taken by the Soviet (N. Y. Herald-Tribune, 
Oct. 22). Conceding that UN authority, patrolling the once flaming Israel- 
Arab borders, has miraculously brought peace, the veteran Israeli states- 
man asks why the UN isn’t called to the Turkish-Syrian border. 


F INDIA GOES COMMUNIST, many leading U. S. military strategists 

warn that World War III will become inevitable. Between a Red China 
and a Red India there would be no hope of saving the rest of Asia, be- 
lieve the most influential U. S. military leaders who also warn that the 
West would not dare permit Russia to consolidate these new gains. We 
would need to move quickly against this overwhelming combination of 
manpower and geography to save the free world, say the military. (How 
World War III would “save” the free world — with all major cities de- 
stroyed by atomic attack and 60 to 80 million killed in America alone 
and with the remains of our economic and political life under an absolute 
military dictatorship — is never discussed.) 

ASIAN STATESMEN, on the other hand, have repeatedly urged 
that if the U. S. offered India well-planned and adequate loans with a far- 
reaching technical aid program, we would win such overwhelming good- 
will — not only in India, but throughout all of Asia — that bombs and 
missiles would become superfluous in the defense of American interests in 
Asia. And at the most we would not have used but a fraction of the 
money consumed annually in our military expenditures in Asia. Indian of- 
ficials have recently visited this country seeking loans, but they have re- 
ceived little encouragement. Note that India does not ask for gifts but 
rather for loans which would be returned with interest. 

Pres. Eisenhower and a few enlightened congressional leaders are 
known to favor an aid program for India. Despite the horse-and-buggy iso- 
lationism in much of the press and in Congress, there is much evidence 
that public support would be strong for an Indian loan and technical aid 
program — just as public support for the UN is great. The present U. S. 
Ambassador to India, Ellsworth Bunker, is urging U. S. loans to India as 
does his predecessor, John Sherman Cooper, now Republican Senator from 
Kentucky. Former Ambassador Chester Bowles has long pled for full- 
scale assistance to India. 


THE CONVICTION IS QUITE GENERAL that if India’s present 
five-year program — by which the Nehru Government has hoped to ac- 
complish much towards the transformation of the Indian economy — 
should fail, an economic collapse, entailing great suffering, would be un- 
avoidable. Let it be remembered that one Indian state, Kerala, where there 
has been much unemployment and hunger, has already elected the Com- 
munist party to power. India is asking our help to duplicate the rebuilding 
of West Germany and Japan where American aid saved our former ene- 
mies from falling into the Communist sphere. India was an ally in World 
War II and wonders why there is so much indifference and antagonism 
towards efforts to save her economy. 

THE CHARGE that India, refusing to become a U. S. military 
ally, already has “Communistic leadership,” borders on lunacy. With 
great Red China and massive Russia their closest neighbors, Indian lead- 
ers have felt that a military alliance with the U. S.— which is 10,000 
miles away — could only at best build up resentment and costly fears 
among her near neighbors for generations to come. By the same token, 
Indian leaders have felt that if they remained friendly with all their neigh- 
bors — East and West — the very weight of India’s presence would pro- 
vide the world a better political balance, would ease tensions, give much 
more substance to the hope of peace. The general attitude of historians 
amply supports the Indian view as well as does the fact that the U. S. 
military alliances in Japan, Formosa, Thailand, Saudi Arabia, Jordan and 
Turkey have increasingly become points of tension. 
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Use Or Abuse? 


A strange paradox exists in the 
development of tranquilizer drugs, 
Nearly one-half of the 750,000 
patients in the state and municipal 
mental hospitals in the U. S. are 
now being treated with tranquiliz. 
ers. Wards which were formerly 
filled with disturbed and often vio. 
lently destructive patients are now 
calm because of the use of these 
new sedatives. Even the worst type 
of mental afflictions have been 
greatly benefitted by the quiet and 
even cooperative attitudes of pa- 
tients who, heretofore, had been 
confined to straight jackets or 
locked behind iron doors. 


The discharge rate from state 
mental institutions has also in- 
creased by 25 per cent in the last 
two years since the introduction of 
the tranquilizer drugs. There was a 
drop of 7,000 patients in the na- 
tion’s mental hospital population 
during 1956, the first such decrease 
in many years. 

At the same time, however, most 
drug manufacturers have aban- 
doned all sense of moral and social 
responsibility in advertising and 
pushing the indiscriminate sale of} 
tranquilizers to the general public, 
The sale of tranquilizers for 1957 
is expected to exceed $200 million. 
About 35 million prescriptions 
were written in 1956 for various 
tranquilizers now produced under 
39 different trade names. These 
prescriptions can be refilled in any 
drug store without the doctor’s ok. 
Many of the tranquilizers do not 
require a prescription, so there is 
no way of knowing how many mil- 
lions are acquiring the habit of 
using drugs to help them meet the 
tensions of modern living. a 

This frenzied use of tranquiliz- 
ers, often without a doctor’s recom- 
mendation or without a_prescrip- 
tion, is producing serious psychotic ‘ 
conditions in the lives of millions, ; 

One of the nation’s leading neu- 
rologists has said, “The situation is 
really quite dangerous. Millions 
who are anxiety-ridden and need 
other kinds of treatment are dulling 
their senses and slowly undermin- 
ing their mental processes by using 
these so-called ‘harmless’ drugs. 
While tranquilizers are of great 
benefit in treating the mentally dis- 
turbed, the casual use of such drugs 
by the ordinary citizen means that 
in the future many more _ persons}ri 
will be finding their way to our 
mental institutions.” 





WOMEN AT WORK: In 1955, 
a total of 10.5 million families de 
pended on the earnings of both 
husband and wife for family sup 
port, compared with 4 _ million 
working couples in 1940, accord}! 
ing to insurance statistics. 
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